The following is a news release from The Institute for the Humanities regarding the upcoming FREE and PUBLIC Wilmer Memorial lecture.  For questions, please contact Erin Burress at the Institute office at 254/947-5729.   Thank you in advance for your interest and help.   
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Wilmer Memorial Lecture to Feature Virtues of “Staying Put”
A leading, local area educator will give the Fourth Annual Wilmer Memorial Lecture next (this) weekend, honoring the two Harry Wilmer’s who were instrumental in founding the Institute for the Humanities. Baylor professor, Dr. Blake Burleson, will speak on Jung’s Lesson’s From Africa: A Meditation on Staying Put.  That free, public event will be Saturday, June 6, from 4-6 p.m., at the Salado Civic Center. 
Dr. Burleson is Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences and Senior Lecturer in Religion at Baylor University where he teaches world religions and African studies.  Texas Monthly 2004 Guide to Texas Colleges and Universities listed “Religion with Blake Burleson” as one of the four “best classes” at Baylor University.  He teaches primarily in the Department of Religion, but he has also taught African Studies and Sports Ethics.  He has traveled extensively on the African content since 1978 and directed the African Studies Program at Baylor from 1996 to 2003.  

He is the author of Pathways to Integrity: Ethics and Psychological Type and Jung in Africa, and he lectures widely on Jungian themes. He has given public lectures and presented academic papers on Jungian studies throughout the U.S., Europe, and Africa. In 2007, Burleson was invited to give a plenary address to the XVII International Congress of the International Association of Analytical Psychology. He is a member of the International Association of Jungian Studies and is Vice President and founding board member of the Society for the Friends of Jung in Waco.  

Burleson received both his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in religion from Baylor University where he studied World Religions.  He was ordained to the ministry in 1986 and has served Baptists as educator, administrator, pastor, missionary, chaplain, deacon, and Sunday School teacher.  In 2008, Burleson was inducted into the Oriental Orthodox Order of the West as a monk.

The purpose of the Wilmer Memorial Lecture is honor Harry and Hank Wilmer and to remember the children and family members of those who have died and to bring to consciousness the stories and spirit of humanity in the grief and celebration of life and death in the community. This lectureship combines The Harry Wilmer II lectureship, formerly held in January, with the Harry Wilmer III (Hank) Wilmer Memorial Lecture, held in June.  

The Wilmer family and the Institute for the Humanities at Salado created The Wilmer Fund to perpetuate the memory of both men and help support the organization they created. That fund will go to support the annual Wilmer Memorial Lecture, which will honor both Harry and Hank Wilmer and will also support other designated lectures and events that represent the Institute’s mission and the Wilmers’ legacy.  

Pre-registration is NOT necessary for this free lecture. For information about the Institute for the Humanities or this event, please contact the Institute office at 947-5729 or ifh@vvm.com, or go to the website at www.salado-institute.org. 
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