The following is a news release from The Institute for the Humanities regarding an upcoming FREE and PUBLIC lecture.  For questions, please contact Erin Burress at the Institute office at 254/947-5729.   Thank you in advance for your interest and help.   
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Humanities Institute to Inaugurate Wilmer Memorial Lecture, Celebrate 25th Anniversary  
Sunday, June 4, marks a big day in the life of the Institute for the Humanities at Salado. On that day, the organization will celebrate its 25th year of existence and will honor the two Harry Wilmer’s who were instrumental in the life of that organization with the creation of a new lectureship in their honor.

The first, annual Wilmer Memorial Lecture will be held Sunday, June 4, from 3-5 p.m., at the Salado Civic Center. This new lectureship will combine The Harry Wilmer II lectureship, formerly held in January, with the Harry Wilmer III (Hank) Wilmer Memorial Lecture, held in June, to create the Wilmer Memorial Lectureship in memory of both the late Harry and Hank Wilmer. As with the previous Wilmer lectures, it will be free and open to the public.

Author, businesswoman, and philanthropist, Marilyn Tam, is scheduled to give that lecture. She is the founder of the Us Foundation, whose purpose is to create action to support the highest common good, and the interconnectedness of all. 

Marilyn Tam has had an extraordinarily diverse life, from her beginnings in a traditional Chinese family in Hong Kong to her meteoric rise through the executive ranks of the international business world to become an influential corporate leader, speaker, author and respected philanthropist. 

Her distinguished background includes prominent executive roles at numerous world-class companies, including CEO of Aveda, President of Reebok Apparel & Retail Group, and Vice President of Nike, May Department Stores, Britannia Sportswear and Miller’s Outpost. She is also a successful entrepreneur, having developed and built three companies in fields as diverse as corporate training, internet business and computer software.

Marilyn consults globally with Fortune 500 companies, governments and non-profit organizations on leadership, change management, diversity and how to profitably integrate social and environmental concerns into businesses. 

Currently she heads the Us Foundation, a non-profit organization that she founded ten years ago to fulfill her lifelong mission to promote the highest common good.  The Us Foundation uses her own extensive experience to spring-board socially, environmentally and spiritually responsible programs. 

In keeping with that mission, she has written the book, How To Use What You've Got To Get What You Want, in which she shares her personal philosophy of giving back that links philanthropy with business success.

In addition to her corporate leadership, Marilyn became a founding member of the World Peace Network in 1996 and served for five years on the International board of The Reebok Human Rights Awards. Ultimately she was awarded the Reebok Human Rights Award herself.  She is also a board member of Global Future (Future 500), Peace at Home and is a director on the national board of SCORE Foundation, a partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration that promotes the growth and success of small businesses nationwide. 

The purpose of the Wilmer Memorial Lecture is honor Harry and hank Wilmer and to remember the children and family members of those who have died and to bring to consciousness the stories and spirit of humanity in the grief and celebration of life and death in the community.

Immediately following the Wilmer Lecture, Institute will commemorate its 25 years of programming with an anniversary celebration beginning at 5 p.m. with a short program and reception. Charter members of the institute will be recognized and founding member Stew Smith will speak briefly about the early days of the organization.

The Salado Institute for the Humanities began in 1980 when Dr. Wilmer, his wife, Jane, and a small number of like-minded citizens, founded the Institute to create a public forum to foster discussion on important issues. The idea behind the Institute grew out of their desire to explore the concepts of the humanities in a non-academic environment.  

The first lectures didn’t start until April of 1981. Liz Carpenter gave the first speech to that group, exploring the topic, “What is an Educated Person?”  Since that time, the Institute has gained a national reputation for its programs featuring world renowned scholars, writers, artists and scientists presenting lectures and seminars to members and the public. 
The Institute was set up as a non-profit, autonomous corporation for public programs in the humanities, not beholden to any academic or governmental agenda. It is dedicated to fostering curiosity and continuing education on the broad range of humanities topics; that is, anything that concerns the questions that all human beings confront during their lives. 

Institute programs are designed to allow Institute members the opportunity to ask questions, hear stories and discuss the ideas, history, literature and values that make up the human story. Since Liz Carpenter’s inaugural lecture, more than 225 of the country ’s leading scholars and speakers have come to Salado to share their knowledge, including Nobel Laureates Linus Pauling,  Betty Williams and Steven Weinburg, playwrights Edward Albee and Horton Foote,  philosopher  Huston Smith,   psychiatrists M. Scott Peck and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, actor Lee Marvin, theologian Elaine Pagels, university president Donna Shalala, poet Robert Bly,  astronaut Story Musgrave,  economist John Kenneth Galbraith, and political leaders Barbara Jordan, Admiral Bobby Inman, and Max Cleland, among many others. 

The Wilmer Memorial Lecture and the 25th Anniversary Celebration are free and open to the public.  Information on membership and the upcoming program series can be found at  www.salado-institute.org,  or by contacting the Institute at 947-5729 or ifh@vvm.com. 

