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Lee Marvin Co-stars to Give First Marvin Lecture
 
 
Three of Lee Marvin’s co-stars from the movie, The Big Red One, will be in Salado (this/next) weekend, to inaugurate the Lee Marvin Memorial lectureship for the Institute for the Humanities at Salado. That lecture will conclude the fall lecture series, “Heroes, Heritage, and Home.” 
The Marvin Lecture and reception will be held Sunday, Nov. 8, at 4 p.m. in the Longhorn Conference Center of the Salado Stagecoach Inn. Admission is $25 for non-members and $20 for members. An optional dinner will follow the presentation at the Stagecoach Inn for $20.

Marvin, and his wife, Pam, were friends and major supporters of the Humanities Institute. When Marvin died, Pam Marvin established the Lee Marvin Lectureship in his memory. That lecture was to be held from time to time, and be given by someone connected to the film industry who shared his passion and commitment to that industry. 

In keeping with that intent, the first Marvin Lecture will be presented by some of his co-stars from the movie, The Big Red One, one of his last major films. The Marvin Lecture was included in the series, Heroes, Heritage, and Home because it aptly describes Marvin’s body of work.
The Big Red One  is the story of the First Infantry Division during World War Two. Marvin’s character is a sergeant and platoon leader to his “boys,” actors Mark Hamill, Robert Di Cicco, Robert Carradine, Kelly Ward, and Perry Lang.   As was portrayed in the movie, these actors became very close to Lee Marvin and continued their friendship with him after it was completed. Since his death, they have remained close to his widow, Pam. 
Three of the actors, Bobby Di Cicco, Robert Carradine, and Kelly Ward, will be in Salado to pay homage to their mentor and friend. They will show portions of the movie, and discuss its production and impact on their lives.

There will be a free advance screening of the movie Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 6:30 p.m., at the Salado Silver Spur Theatre. The movie was originally released in 1980. However, it was re-cut, re-mastered and re-released in 2004, to great acclaim. 
The friendship between the Harry Wilmers, founders of the Institute for the Humanities, and the Marvins, began in the mid-60’s during the filming of a made-for-TV movie for Alcoa Presents. The movie, People Need People, was based on Dr. Wilmer’s book about his experiences as a physician in a navy psychiatric hospital ward during the Korean War.  Marvin played the disturbed sailor who was helped by a new form of treatment pioneered by Dr. Wilmer. Both Marvin and his wife have spoken to the Institute on several previous occasions. 
Lee Marvin was a decorated U.S. combat marine in World War II. He 
claimed he learned to "act" in the Marines, trying to act unafraid during ferocious combat, which brought him a Purple Heart during invasion of Saipan. His wartime experiences deeply affected him for the remainder of his life and influenced the roles that he would later take during his long and successful acting career.
The Big Red One was writer-director Sam Fuller’s personal account of World War II as experienced by his own squad of the 1st Infantry Division. The film portrays the horrors of war as it affects the men on the front lines. The shortened studio version released in 1980, by many accounts, did not do the story or Marvin’s performance justice. The re-edited and reconstructed version re-released in 2004 added 40 minutes and numerous crucial scenes which won it new rave reviews. Some critics called Marvin’s fleshed out portrayal of the Sergeant leading the young squad his greatest role.
Robert Carradine, of the acting Carradine family, is the narrator in the Big Red One. He is probably best known for portraying Lewis Skolnick in the successful Revenge of the Nerds series of comedy films and Sam McGuire on the Disney Channel sitcom Lizzie McGuire.
Bobby Di Cicco has starred in several films since the 1970s, but has mostly been involved in television work such as The A-Team. His early work includes the Speilberg’s 1941, and Ron Howard’s Night Shift, and the sci-fi cult film The Philadelphia Experiment. 
Kelly Ward is most famous for his role as T-Bird's Putzie in the movie Grease. After a number of TV and stage roles he became a voice director for TV animation. He now writes animation scripts and teaches musical theatre courses at the University of Southern California. 

  
Advance reservations are required for the dinner. Advance reservations for the lecture are not required, but are encouraged to ensure a seat. For more information or to register, contact the Institute at ifh@vvm.com or 254-947-5729.

 
