Attached is a news release about our exciting fall ’08 lecture series.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 254/947-8377-h, or 254/760-1890--cell; or the Institute office at 254/947-5729 and talk to Erin Burress, our business manager.  Thank you in advance for your interest and help.  And please be our guest at any of our lectures.
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 July 30, 2008                               
Salado Humanities Institute Series on Creativity Begins in August
The Institute for the Humanities at Salado announces its 2008 lecture season, one of the finest lineups in Institute history. The speakers’ topics will cover archeology, politics, psychology and writing, all under the banner of Creativity!
  
One of the most important archeological sites in the country is located right in Salado’s backyard.  The exciting discoveries coming out of the Gault site will be the subject of the first lecture in the Institute for the Humanities’ upcoming series.  UT archeology professor, Dr. Michael Collins, will present a creative interpretation of the first settlers in the Americas, based on the research going on at the archeological site in southwest Bell County. His talk, "The Gault Site and the Search for the First Americans," will discuss the importance of the Clovis artifacts found there.  That presentation will be Sunday, Aug. 10, from 4-6 p.m. at the Celebration Center, 216 Royal St., in Salado.
Prior to and following the lecture, Collins and his associates are offering to look at any artifacts that attendees bring to the lecture to identify possible Clovis origin.  This lecture and all Institute lectures are open to the public. The cost is $25 for the general public and $20 for members.

Dr. Collins is a Research Associate of the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at the UT at Austin, the group overseeing the study of the Gault site. He heads a team of international scientists excavating Clovis artifacts there that are rewriting some of the earliest human history. 
 
Dr. Collins was born and raised in west Texas, during the drought of the 1950s and became fascinated with the prehistoric artifacts being uncovered by the wind. This fascination led him to study archeology and geology at the University of Texas before earning a Ph.D. from the University of Arizona. Collins joined the faculty of the University of Kentucky in 1971 where he remained until 1982 before returning to Texas to pursue research into peopling of the Americas and the early archeological remains of the state. 

During his career he has conducted research at archeological sites around the world and is considered one of the leading experts on the early archeological record of the Americas, prehistoric stone stools and Clovis culture, and has earned him the nickname “Dr. Clovis.”  He has published more than 100 papers, books, monographs, and book chapters on these topics. 

His views on the early peopling of the Americas began to diverge from mainstream archeological dogma in the early 1970s as he questioned the theory that America was first populated by migratory big game hunters out of Asia 13,500 years ago.  It has taken more than 30 years, but thanks in part to the archeological evidence coming out of the Gault site, his theory of an early human culture in the western hemisphere is now being accepted by much of the mainstream archeological world.

The Gault site is considered the most prolific site of its kind. Already more than a million artifacts have been excavated—more than half of all the Clovis artifacts found worldwide, and these have come from only ten percent of the site. There is also considerable evidence that an even older prehistoric culture lies beneath the Clovis artifacts at the site.

Ensuring the continued availability and protection of the site has been Dr. Collins longstanding quest. When the site, which was privately owned, was put up for sale a few years ago, he tried to raise money to buy the site to protect it for future study. When his fundraising efforts failed, he cashed out his personal savings and bought the 33 acre site, donating it to the non-profit Texas Archaeological Conservancy, whose sole purpose is to protect archaeological sites.

The lecture may be paid for at the door on the day of the event.  Advance registration and membership are also available by contacting the Institute at ifh@vvm.com or 947-5729 or by downloading the registration form on the Institute website at www.salado-institute.org     

There will also be an Institute-sponsored field trip to the Gault site next moth led by Collins. That field trip will be Saturday, Sept. 20, 2008 from 9:30-1:00. Space is limited and advance registration is required. Preference will be given to Institute members. The cost is $40.

The following are the remaining lectures in the Creativity Series: 

In October, two of the country’s top political journalists, Cal Thomas, conservative, and Bob Beckel, liberal, will present a creative look at politics in this election year. Their joint lecture will be based on their best-selling book, Common Ground: How to Stop the Partisan War that is Destroying America, and will be a lively look at saving the “middle ground” from the Red State/Blue State madness. This special lecture is co-sponsored by the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor and will be held at the Lord Conference Center in the Parker Academic Center at UMHB; Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2008, from 6-8 p.m.  A reception and book signing with the speakers will follow. 

Also in October, renowned psychologist Dr. Mihalyi Csikszentmihalyi, will speak on the concept of creativity and “flow”. Dr. Csikszentmihalyi is one of the world's leading authorities on creativity and positive psychology, and his life's work has been to study what makes people truly happy. He is most well known as the architect of the concept of "flow" as in "in the flow"- as our experience of optimal fulfillment and engagement which he outlined in his best-selling book, Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience.  That presentation will be in the Longhorn Conference Room at the Stagecoach Inn in Salado on Saturday, Oct. 18, from 5-7 p.m.   

Concluding the series in November, will be acclaimed, best-selling author Edwin “Bud” Shrake, who will take A Writer's View of Creativity. At his appearance on Sunday, November 9th, he will tell stories about his adventures with the written word. Shrake’s multifaceted career as a journalist, screenwriter, sportswriter and best-selling author has spanned five decades. That presentation will be at the Creekside Dining Room of the Mill Creek Inn in Salado from 4 to 6:00 p.m. 

Institute programs are now open to the public so it is no longer necessary to be a member to attend the lectures. However, voluntary, Patron memberships are still available that offer discounts on Institute programs and other membership benefits.    

Most of the individual program events cost $25.00 for non-members and $20.00 for members and may be paid for at the door.  Advance registration and membership are also available by contacting the Institute at ifh@vvm.com or 947-5729 or by downloading the registration form on the Institute website at www.salado-institute.org 

The Institute for the Humanities at Salado is a non-profit corporation offering educational programs and conferences in the disciplines of the humanities for the public and the professions. The purpose of the Institute is to increase knowledge, to stretch minds, and to foster compassion in light of our rapidly changing world.  

The core program of the Institute is a series of seminars and lecture/discussions each spring and fall organized around a single topic. In addition, there are special events throughout the year such as trips, tours and public lectures. These programs are designed to allow Institute members the opportunity to ask questions, hear stories and discuss the ideas, history, literature and values that make up the human story. 


Since 1981, more than 225 of the nation's leading scholars have come to Salado to share their knowledge, including Nobel Laureate Linus Pauling, playwright Edward Albee, philosopher Huston Smith, poet Maya Angelou, psychiatrist M. Scott Peck, actor Lee Marvin, and psychiatrist Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, university president Donna Shalala, economist John Kenneth Galbraith, and politician Barbara Jordan, among many others. 

###

