Attached is a news release about the first presentation in our spring ‘09 lecture series.  If you have any questions, please contact me or the Institute office at 254/947-5729 and talk to Erin Burress, our business manager.  Thank you in advance for your interest and help.  And please be our guest at any of our lectures.
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Sara Mackie   254/760-1890
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Psychologist Launches Love, Forgiveness and Wisdom Series in Salado
This spring, the Institute for the Humanities and the Salado Public Library have joined forces to explore three of the most powerful words in the English language -- love, forgiveness and wisdom – the theme for the Institute’s spring series that begins this month.


Psychologist Dr. Michael Conforti’s lecture launches the series with a look at these themes from a Jungian perspective. He will discuss the experiences and states from which we need to seek redemption, and how eternal wisdom traditions and Jungian teachings can help us to resolve issues around forgiveness and redemption. The Friday, Feb. 27, lecture will be from 6-8 p.m. at the Salado Civic Center.
His workshop the next day will examine the ways we forgive ourselves and others and explore those acts that may be unforgivable. That workshop on Saturday, Feb. 28, will be from 9:30 to 3:00 at the Longhorn Conference Center in the Robertson room. Lunch is included.
Dr. Conforti is a Jungian Analyst and a pioneer in the field of matter-psyche studies. He is actively investigating the working of archetypal fields and the relationship between Jungian psychology and the New Sciences. In addition to his clinical practice, he lectures widely throughout the U.S. and abroad, and consults with organizations, including the film industry, helping to identify archetypal patterns. 
He is a Founder and Director of the Assisi Institute in Vermont and has taught at the C.G. Jung Institute-Zurich, as well as at the Jung Institutes in Boston and New York. He serves as the state-appointed advisor to the Vermont Board of Psychoanalysts and is a Senior Fellow at the James MacGregor Burns Academy of Leadership at the University of Maryland
He has also been asked to consult on the application of field theory to the understanding and resolution of international border disputes. He was selected by the Club of Budapest and the University of Potsdam to be part of a 25-member international team of physicists, biologists and systems theorists to examine the role and influence of information fields.
He is the author of the book, Threshold Experiences: The Archetype of Beginnings and Field, Form, and Fate: Patterns in Mind, Nature and Psyche. Dr. Conforti is the recipient of the Vision Award presented by the National Association for the Advancement of Psychoanalysis.
Institute programs are now open to the public so it is no longer necessary to be a member to attend the lectures. The cost of the lecture is $20 for Institute members and $25 for non-members. Payment may be made at the door, but advance registration is encouraged to ensure a seat. The Workshop is $50.00 and advance registration is required.
To round out the series, another prominent, nationally acclaimed psychologist, Dr. James Pennebaker, will discuss his work that explores the importance of expressing emotions as a key to healing.  There will also be a special and unusual musical/dramatic performance on this theme. Two outstanding professors and artists from the University of Texas at Austin will present the musical/narrative interpretation of Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s Enoch Arden.  This epic poem was set to music by Richard Strauss and tells a story of love forgiveness and wisdom in a beautiful and heart-breaking way. Drs. Freeman and Douglas will perform the piece then discuss it in the second hour of their presentation. 
In addition, all throughout the spring, the Salado Public Library will be holding a series of literary discussions on this same topic, based on five specially selected books and films that the community is invited to read and view together.   Those discussions will be led by Dr. Lynette Reed of Salado and are free and open to the public. If you have questions about Institute membership or registration for the 2009 series, please call the Institute office at 254-947-5729 or e-mail us at ifh@vvm.com.  Contact the Salado Public Library for information about its film series and discussion groups.
The Institute for the Humanities at Salado is a non-profit corporation offering educational programs and conferences in the disciplines of the humanities for the public and the professions. The purpose of the Institute is to increase knowledge, to stretch minds, and to foster compassion in light of our rapidly changing world. 
The core program of the Institute is a series of seminars and lecture/discussions each spring and fall organized around a single topic. In addition, there are special events throughout the year such as trips, tours and public lectures. These programs are designed to allow Institute members the opportunity to ask questions, hear stories and discuss the ideas, history, literature and values that make up the human story. 
 




 
